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Major Disruptions of 1970s in Middle East:

ÅArab Oil Embargo/Gasoline Lines

ÅTransfer of Ownership of Oil Companies to Host Countries 

ÅFall of the Shah of Iran

ÅRussian Invasion of Afghanistan

ÅOutbreak of Iran-Iraq War (1980)





Legacies of 1970s:

ÅExpansion of federal spending on energy research & 
developmentto record levels (before or since) that 
advanced many important technologies.

ÅStrategic Petroleum Reserveavailable for emergencies 
(most purchases coming under Reagan). 

ÅNew approaches to the insulation of buildings that 
sharply reduced the waste of energy.



More Energy Legacies from the 1970s

ÅAutomobile efficiency standards (CAFE) that reduced the 
amount of oil needed for transportation.

ÅCooperative arrangements with other industrialized nations 
to reduce dependence on Middle Eastern oil.

ÅBacking out oil from most electric generation.

ÅAllowing motorists to turn right on red lights (traffic 
permitting) to reduce fuel consumption from idling, a 
practice taken for granted today.



Net Petroleum Imports, 1970-1999
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Select Additions to U.S. Policy, 1987-2007

ÅAppliance Efficiency Standards.

ÅU.S. Energy Information Administration Web Site.

ÅHigher Standards for Clean Air.

Å2005 legislation to encourage greater use of nuclear power and 
biofuels.  

ÅEnergy Independence and Security Act of 2007.



Renewable Portfolio Standards (2018)

https://emp.lbl.gov/projects/renewables-portfolio
https://emp.lbl.gov/projects/renewables-portfolio



